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A Senate GOP source confirms several reports that the congressional district currently held by retiring Democratic Rep. Maurice Hinchey (NY-22) has been carved up in the their House redistricting plan, along with Democratic Rep. Gary Ackerman’s seat. 

The Assembly Democrats have also decided to axe Hinchey’s district, which stretches from Kingston to Ithaca. However, the two sides cannot agree on elimination of a second seat, as required by New York’s slow population growth over the past 10 years relative to the other states. 

Under the Republicans’ proposal, Ackerman would be forced into a primary with his fellow Democrat, Long Island Rep. Carolyn McCarthy. This face-off was first reported Daily News earlier this month. 

Speculation about the elimination of Ackerman’s district reached a fever pitch this past weekend, thanks to a Twitter rumor – started and fueled by Republicans – that Ackerman is planning to retire. The congressman has insisted that is not the case. 

The GOP source says that the decision to carve up Hinchey’s seat was more or less a no-brainer, given his decision not to seek re-election this fall. 

Ackerman’s seat was picked because it had the “perfect balance” to fit the population loss New York City saw over the past decade. The source also says the GOP plan keeps 44 counties whole. He suggested that the Assembly plan will carve up many upstate counties. 

Earlier today, it was reported that the Assembly plan would also eliminate Hinchey’s current district, but in New York City it would cut up Republican Rep. Bob Turner’s Queens/Brooklyn district – something the Republicans very much oppose. 

It had been speculated the Assembly Democrats would try to preserve Turner’s district (NY-9) because it’s Democrat-dominated and, the thinking goes, difficult for the GOP to hold onto for long. 

Gannett’s Jon Campbell caught up with Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, who said his conference’s plan will consolidate a number of districts in Queens and Nassau County to eliminate the second seat. There would be at least one incumbent Democrat and Republican in the same district in Queens, which seems to indicate a head-to-head between for Turner – the only Republican in that area (I can’t imagine they’ll touch Rep. Peter King, the most senior GOP delegation member). 

Assemblyman Rory Lancman has announced his intention to challenge Turner, but said he would not challenge Rep. Joe Crowley, whose district (NY-7) is adjacent to Turner’s. 

Crowley has long wanted to lose the piece of his district that is in the Bronx, and solidify his base in Queens where he’s the Democratic chairman. A long-standing fear of a challenge from a Latino candidate has fueled many of Crowley’s political decisions in recent years – hence his decision to dump former Sen. John Sabini in favor of now-former Sen. Hiram Monserrate back in 2008 (a decision we now know was incredibly ill-fated). 

Apparently, Crowley’s needs ultimately trumped the Assembly Democrats desire to try to win back NY-9. 

According to the DN’s Ken Lovett, the Senate GOP plan maintains Rep. Charles Rangel’s lines (NY-15), effectively turning it into a Hispanic-majority district. That’s going to be a problem for the Assembly Democrats and Latino lawmakers who have been pushing for creation of a new Latino seat while preserving the African-American majority in Rangel’s district by extending it north into the Bronx and Westchester. 

Intense fighting over control of Rangel’s potential new district between Assemblyman Keith Wright – a potential Rangel successor and chair of the Manhattan Democratic Party – and Assemblyman Carl Heastie, chair of the Bronx Democratic Party – has reportedly been holding up the Assembly Democrats’ efforts to draw their House map. 

It will be interesting to see how the Democrats break up Hinchey’s district, which was gerrymandered to be Democrat-dominated and is surrounded by districts held by Republicans. I can’t imagine those Republicans will be very happy to welcome a lot of new Democrats into their respective districts in a presidential year. 

Both the Assembly and Senate House maps will be submitted to a court appointed special master who is tasked with drawing the lines by March 12th. We expect to see the plans later today, although the deadline to file is midnight. They should be viewable at this link (scroll to the bottom).

NOTE: This post has been updated throughout.
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